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There are people who wonder whether or 
not the American experience is meant for 
them, people whose lives are hopeless, peo-
ple whose lives are addicted, people whose 
lives have no love. And while Government 
can help and pass laws, what Government 
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That’s 
done when a fellow citizen takes it upon her-
self or himself to put their arm around a 
neighbor in need, a child, and say, ‘‘I love 
you. What can I do to help you?’’ 

And that’s happening in this country, and 
that’s happening in neighborhood after 
neighborhood, after neighborhood. No, the 
American spirit is alive and well. Part of that 
spirit is serving something greater than your-
self in life. 

Today when I came to the airport, I met 
Clay Crawford, father of four. He took it 
upon himself for the past couple of years to 
mentor at-risk youths. I’m confident that 
amongst you there are hundreds of people 
who are doing the very same thing, being 
a part of that movement to make sure that 
the American experience is alive and well in 
every corner of our country. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re going to see a shut-in or run-
ning a Boy Scout troop or a Girl Scout troop. 
It doesn’t matter whether you’re a youngster 
wanting to be involved with the USA Free-
dom Corps. My call to you is, in order to 
fight evil, is to do some good. You see, it’s 
the gathering momentum of millions of acts 
of kindness and decency which define the 
true character of the greatest country on the 
face of the Earth. 

Thank you for representing the American 
spirit. Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the 
Barnett Center at Northern State University. In 
his remarks, he referred to John M. Hilpert, presi-
dent, Northern State University; Harold and Pat 
Thune, parents of Representative John R. Thune; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative sus-
pected of helping to plan the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks in South Bend, Indiana
October 31, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. I’m glad I came. I’m glad I came 
back. The last time I was here, the Fighting 
Irish were 1-0. This time, they’re 8-0. Seems 
like you ought to keep inviting me back. 
[Laughter] I know this for sure: The next 
time I come back, with your help, Chris 
Chocola is going to be the next United States 
Congressman. 

I’m traveling this country, and I can tell 
you, the American spirit is alive and well, the 
spirit of people understanding that to be an 
American means you’ve got to serve some-
thing greater than yourself. The spirit of 
America says that we’re willing to sacrifice 
for our freedoms. And the spirit of America 
says that you take nothing in democracy for 
granted. You see, if you’re eligible to vote, 
you have an obligation to vote. That’s what 
the spirit of America calls for. 

You have an obligation to our country; you 
have an obligation to democracy itself. So I’m 
here to—in South Bend to urge Republicans 
and Democrats and independents, people 
who don’t care about political parties, to do 
your duty and to go to the polls, to assume 
your responsibility as an American and go 
to the polls. And by the way, I’ve got a sug-
gestion when you get in there: Chris Chocola 
is the right man for the job. 

I want to thank Congressman Steve Buyer 
for being here—thanks for coming, Steve—
I want to thank Mark Souder for coming—
two of the fine Congressmen in the United 
States Congress for joining us. I want to 
thank those who are running statewide, the 
candidates who are up here with us who are 
out asking for your vote. I want to thank 
Todd Rokita, running for secretary of state. 
I want to thank Connie Nass, running for 
auditor. And I want to thank Tim Berry, 
who’s running for State treasurer. I want to 
thank them for their dedication to the great 
State of Indiana, and I want to thank you 
for your service to your community. 

I want to say something about Sarah—that 
would be the next Congressman’s wife. I ap-
preciate her taking on this task. I know some-
thing about what it takes to put a family 
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through a political process. It requires a 
strong partner, somebody who believes in the 
country as much as the candidate does. And 
I’m here to tell you Sarah Chocola is going 
to be a great Congressman’s wife. 

And speaking about great wives, Laura 
sends her love, and she sends her best. She’s 
doing great. A lot of people in the country 
now understand why I asked her to marry 
me. A lot of them are still wondering why 
she said yes. [Laughter] But she’s learned she 
can make a huge difference in the lives of 
our citizens. She cares deeply about the ca-
pacity of every child in America to read. She 
is a fabulous First Lady, and she is—[ap-
plause]. 

I want to thank all the good folks here who 
are active in the political process. You call 
them grassroots activists. Those are the peo-
ple who are willing to put up the signs, the 
people willing to make the phone calls, the 
people who can really determine the out-
come of an election. I want to thank you for 
what you have done, and I want to thank 
you for what you’re going to do Friday and 
Saturday and Sunday and Monday, and that 
is find the good folks in this community who 
want good government and get them to vote 
for Chris Chocola next Tuesday. 

You can make a difference in the cam-
paign. You can actually determine the out-
come. So when you go to your houses of wor-
ship or your coffee shops or your community 
centers, put out the word. And remember 
there are some discerning Democrats who 
live up here, people who know the difference 
between a shrill voice and a solid voice. 
There are good independents up here, peo-
ple who want somebody to represent them 
who will bring honor and dignity to the of-
fice. There are people who understand it 
makes sense to have somebody who has been 
an entrepreneur serving in the United States 
Congress, somebody who has actually met a 
payroll, somebody who knows what it means 
to put people to work and to take risks. So 
when you’re putting out the word, don’t just 
keep it narrowed to just a few. Put out the 
good word that you’ve got a good man run-
ning for the United States Congress. 

And if it helps, you tell them the President 
wants him standing by his side in Wash-
ington, DC, too. I need somebody from this 

district whose vote I can count on. I don’t 
need to be worrying about somebody who’s 
running a focus group or a poll. I need a 
solid United States Congressman up there, 
who will support me in making America a 
stronger and safer and better place for every 
citizen. 

In order to make sure America is a better 
place, we need to do something about our 
economy. We had some good news today—
we had some good news today. The third 
quarter was—showed positive growth. And 
that’s positive. That’s good news. We’re mak-
ing progress. But so long as somebody’s look-
ing for work and can’t find a job, says to me 
we’ve got a problem. And I need people in 
the Congress who understand how to create 
jobs. The role of Government is not to create 
wealth. The role of Government is to create 
an environment in which the small business 
can grow to be the big business, in which 
the entrepreneur can flourish. 

And part of creating that environment 
means to understand how the Tax Code 
works. If you want your small-business per-
son to flourish, you let them keep more of 
their own money. If 70 percent of new jobs 
are created by small-business owners, seems 
like it makes sense to me, if you’re worried 
about job creation, to let the small-business 
person have more money in their pocket so 
they can reinvest, so people can find work. 

Here’s what we believe: If you let a person 
have more of their own money, they’re likely 
to demand a good or a service. And when 
they demand a good or a service in the mar-
ketplace, somebody is going to produce the 
good or service. And when somebody pro-
duces the good or service, somebody is more 
likely to find work. The tax relief plan we 
passed happened at the right time. I need 
a Congressman who will join me in making 
the tax cuts permanent. 

A good, strong America is an America 
that’s got a good education system. I appre-
ciate Chris’ vision on education. We share 
the same vision. We want to have high stand-
ards for every child. We believe in local con-
trol of schools. We’re going to challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations, and we’re 
going to hold people to account. See, if you 
believe every child can learn, like we do, then 
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it makes sense to start asking the funda-
mental question, can every child read and 
write and add and subtract? And if so, I 
promise you we’ll praise the teachers. And 
for the teachers out there, thanks for what 
you do. But you’d better have you a Con-
gressman who understands that when you 
find children trapped in schools that won’t 
teach and won’t change, you’ve got to chal-
lenge the status quo. No child should be left 
behind in the State of Indiana. 

Chris understands that we must keep our 
commitments, must keep our commitments 
on Social Security and must keep our com-
mitments on Medicare. See, medicine has 
changed; it’s modern. Medicare isn’t. Medi-
care—medicine is, with new technologies 
and new discoveries, is advancing. Medicare 
is stuck in the past. In order to modernize 
Medicare—I look forward to working with 
Chris to do so, and a modern Medicare sys-
tem includes prescription drugs for every 
senior. 

No, there’s a lot we can do together. But 
the most important job we’re going to have 
to do together is to make sure that our home-
land is protected, is to secure the homeland 
from further enemy attacks. No, we’ll work 
on the economy together, and we’ll work to 
make sure every child is educated. We’ll 
make sure the health care system is relevant. 
There’s a lot we can do, but our number one 
priority will be to protect you, because 
there’s an enemy out there which hates 
America. They hate what we stand for, and 
we’re not changing what we stand for. We 
love freedom. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And we’ve got to be real-
istic about it. We’ve got to be clear-eyed. We 
need somebody from this district who will 
be realistic about the threats we face. See, 
we can’t just hope for the best in the new 
world we live in. We can’t see the world the 
way we would wish it would be. We’ve got 
to see the world the way it really is, and it’s 
a dangerous world. There’s still an enemy 
that lurks out there that—they’re killers. 
That’s the only way I can describe them. 
They’re nothing but a bunch of coldblooded 
killers, and so we’ve got to do everything we 
can here at home to protect you. 

And we are. There’s a lot of good folks 
at the Federal level and the State level and 
the local level working hard—listen, any-
time—we understand the stakes now, and 
anytime somebody is thinking about doing 
something to America and somehow we’re 
reading their thoughts or reading their mail, 
we’re moving on them. We’re disrupting 
them. We’re denying them. We absolutely 
refuse to let these terrorists have their way. 
We’re going to do everything we can to shut 
down—to shut down their capacity to hurt 
us. 

And that’s why I went to Congress and 
asked them to help—join me in creating a 
Department of Homeland Security. It 
seemed like to me that when you’ve got over 
100 agencies in Washington, DC, involved 
with the homeland security, that you ought 
to focus their attention with one agency so 
that we can set a clear priority and, if need 
be, change cultures within these agencies so 
that the direction is clear and the priorities 
are clear. 

And the United States House of Rep-
resentatives joined in my quest to have a De-
partment that would function well, but it’s 
stuck in the Senate. See, it got stuck in the 
Senate before they went home to campaign. 
They couldn’t get it out because they were 
trying to extract too high a price from me. 
They wanted me to give up a right that every 
President has had since John F. Kennedy, 
the right and the capacity to suspend certain 
work rules in the name of national security. 

In other words, if the Senate had their 
way, I would have the capacity to be able 
to—I would have more flexibility with the 
Department of Agriculture to deal with na-
tional security concerns than I would with 
the new Department of Homeland Security. 
Here we are at war, and they want to take 
away the capacity for the President to be able 
to better protect the American people. I 
need to be able to move the right people 
to the right place at the right time to protect 
you, and I’m not going to accept a lousy bill 
out of the United Nations Senate. 

I’m here to tell you the best way to protect 
America is to hunt the killers down, one at 
a time, and bring them to justice. And that’s 
what we’re going to do. That’s what we’re 
going to do. I need somebody in Congress 
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who is a cold-eyed realist, who understands 
the stakes, somebody who understands that 
history has called our country into action. 
We’ve got to protect the future for our chil-
dren. And therefore, the best way to do that 
is to get on the hunt and not tire, stay steady 
and strong. 

I went to the Congress and asked them 
to give me a good defense bill, and fortu-
nately, they did. It’s the largest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. There’s two messages in that 
bill. There’s two messages I want to send to 
the world: One, anytime we put our troops 
into harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, 
the best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. We owe that to our troops, and we 
owe that to the loved ones of our troops. 

And by the way, for those of you who have 
got relatives in the military, you can tell them 
this: I’m confident in their abilities; I’m 
proud of their service; and we’re going to 
use them to win the war on terror. 

And the second message that we delivered 
with the defense bill is that we’re in this deal 
for the long haul. See, there’s not a calendar 
on my desk in the Oval Office that says, by 
such and such a date we’re quitting. That’s 
not America. When it comes to the defense 
of our freedom, when it comes from doing 
our duty to future generations of America, 
there is no quit in America. It doesn’t matter 
how long it takes, my fellow Americans. It 
doesn’t matter what the cost. We will defend 
the freedom of the United States of America. 

And we’re making progress. Sometimes it’s 
hard to tell we’re making progress. Some of 
the old vets will tell you, in the old days, 
you could measure progress by the number 
of tanks you destroyed or the number of 
enemy aircraft that were shot down out of 
the sky. This bunch we’re fighting, they don’t 
have tanks. They’re the kind who hide in 
caves, kind of move around the dark corners 
of some of the cities in the world, and then 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
That’s the kind of people they are. 

See, there’s a huge difference between us 
and them. They don’t value life. We value 
life. We say, ‘‘Every life is precious. Every-
body counts. Everybody in the whole world 
has got worth.’’ But we’re after them. It 
doesn’t matter how dark the cave is or what 

corner of the world they’re trying to hide in; 
we’re after them, one at a time. That’s the 
way this war is going to be fought, and that’s 
the way it’s going to be won. 

We’ve got a lot of good folks working with 
us, because the doctrine still stands: Either 
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy. 
Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling them. 
And it’s going to take a while—it just is going 
to take a while. We’ve probably hauled in 
a couple of thousand of them; like number 
weren’t as lucky. In either case, these groups 
are not threats to us. The other day a guy 
popped up, and he was going to be the 20th 
hijacker. He popped his head up. He’s not 
a problem to the United States of America. 
Slowly but surely, we’re hauling them in. 

It’s important to be realistic about the 
threats we face. It’s important to understand 
it’s a dangerous world. It’s also important to 
understand the stakes have changed since 
September the 11th. When I was a young-
ster—kind of when I was an older guy too—
we thought oceans could protect us. That’s 
what we thought. If there was a conflict or 
a threat overseas, we had the luxury, because 
of two great oceans, to pick and choose our 
fights. If we wanted to help, we would. If 
it was a direct threat, we could decide. If 
there was an indirect threat, we could decide 
to get involved, not—but oceans protected 
us. 

That’s changed. And America must under-
stand that has changed. And therefore, 
threats that in the past may not have seemed 
overly significant all of a sudden become sig-
nificant, like the threat to America in Iraq. 
Saddam Hussein is a threat to our country. 
He can’t stand what we believe in. He 
doesn’t like America. He doesn’t like our 
friends. He’s a man who told the world he 
would have no weapons of mass destruction, 
and yet, he does. And not only that, he’s used 
weapons of mass destruction. He’s used them 
against his neighbors, and he’s used them 
against his own people. 

For 11 years, he’s deceived and denied the 
world, and he’s a threat. He’s a threat. If he 
were to team up, like we think he’s trying 
to do, with one of these terrorist networks, 
he would be able to use a weapon of mass 
destruction on America and leave no finger-
prints behind. We’ve got to be clear-eyed 
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about our responsibilities and the threats we 
face. 

So I went to the United Nations. See, I 
hope that body can be effective to deal with 
the new threats that we face, that freedom-
loving people face. I told them that ‘‘For 16 
resolutions this guy has ignored you, and we 
want you to be successful. We want you to 
be able to keep the peace, so do something 
about it.’’ We also sent the message to Sad-
dam Hussein—I’m saying it again right 
now—‘‘You said you wouldn’t have weapons 
of mass destruction. Disarm. Do what you 
said you would do.’’

But if the United Nations won’t act, won’t 
fulfill their responsibilities to keep the peace, 
and if Saddam Hussein will not disarm—
their choices, by the way—the United States 
of America, in the name of peace and in the 
name of freedom, will lead a coalition and 
disarm Saddam Hussein. 

And I believe, by remaining strong and 
tough and firm, that we can achieve peace. 
You’ve just got to know, amongst all the talk 
about getting them and war and all that, that 
my vision is for a peaceful world. And I be-
lieve we can achieve it. I do. It requires this 
country to be steady and resolved. It requires 
us to remember that freedom isn’t an Amer-
ican gift; it’s God-given. It’s got to remember 
the values that we hold dear of being steady 
and resolved. 

The evil done to America, the evil done 
to this country, is going to yield some incred-
ible good, I believe. Not only abroad can we 
achieve peace—and I mean in parts of the 
world where they’ve quit on peace. Remem-
ber, we believe everybody has worth; every-
body counts; everybody matters. We want 
children to grow up in a peaceful world. 
That’s why, when we went into Afghanistan, 
we went in not as conquerors but as lib-
erators. And thanks to the United States of 
America, many young girls now go to school 
for the first time. Those values we hold dear 
are important values. Everybody counts. 

And here at home we can have a better 
America as well. See, while we worked for 
our security and safety, we can also work to 
make sure this country is a better place for 
everybody. There are pockets of despair in 
America. Amongst our plenty, people hurt; 
people are lonely; people need help. And the 

role of Government is a limited role. We can 
hand out money—which we do; sometimes 
we’re pretty good at it. We can repair systems 
when they’re broken. But what Government 
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or 
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That 
happens when a fellow American puts their 
arm around somebody in need and says, ‘‘I 
love you. I love you.’’

You know, I don’t know what was going 
through the enemy’s mind when they hit us. 
They probably thought that the national reli-
gion was materialism, that we were so self-
absorbed and selfish that after 9/11 we’d take 
a step back and maybe file a lawsuit or two. 
They just didn’t understand. They didn’t un-
derstand our strength, our resolve, that when 
it comes to freedom, we’re plenty strong. But 
when it comes to compassion, we’re really 
decent people. 

No, I believe out of the evil done to Amer-
ica can come a country in which the Amer-
ican Dream is known to everybody who lives 
here, in which people who hurt can find sal-
vation and hope. Today I had the honor of 
meeting Dick McCloskey. He’s a man who 
lost a daughter on 9/11 in New York. He’s 
a man, and along with his family, has dedi-
cated himself to work at the Center for the 
Homeless. He’s a guy who knows what I 
know, that we can change America, one 
heart, one soul at a time and that each of 
us has a responsibility—each of us has a re-
sponsibility as an American to help people 
in need. 

The American spirit is more than just 
keeping the peace and defending the home-
land. The American spirit was embodied on 
Flight 93, that day when people were flying 
across the country. They heard the plane was 
going to be a weapon. They told their loved 
ones goodbye. They said a prayer. A guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They drove the plane in the 
ground, to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

That’s the American spirit, serving some-
thing greater than yourself. No, the enemy 
had no idea, when they attacked us, they at-
tacked the greatest nation, full of the finest 
people, on the face of this Earth. 

Thank you for your concern about our 
country. Thank you for supporting Chris. 
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May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. at the 
South Bend Regional Airport. In his remarks, he 
referred to Chris Chocola, candidate for Indiana’s 
Second Congressional District, and his wife, 
Sarah; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured in Kara-
chi, Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq.

Proclamation 7616—To Implement 
the Andean Trade Promotion and 
Drug Eradication Act 
October 31, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 3103 of the Andean Trade Pro-

motion and Drug Eradication Act (title XXXI 
of the Trade Act of 2002, Public Law 107–
210) (ATPDEA) amended section 204(b) of 
the Andean Trade Preference Act (19 U.S.C. 
3203(b)) (ATPA) to provide that certain pref-
erential tariff treatment may be provided to 
eligible articles that are the product of any 
country that the President designates as an 
‘‘ATPDEA beneficiary country’’ pursuant to 
section 204(b)(6)(B) of the ATPA, as amend-
ed, provided that the President determines 
that the country has satisfied the require-
ments of section 204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the 
ATPA, as amended, relating to the imple-
mentation of procedures and requirements 
similar to those in chapter 5 of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

2. Section 3103(a)(2) of the ATPDEA 
amended section 204(b) of the ATPA to au-
thorize the President to proclaim duty-free 
treatment for any article described in section 
204(b)(1)(A) through (D) of the ATPA, as 
amended, that is the growth, product, or 
manufacture of an ATPDEA beneficiary 
country, that is imported directly into the 
customs territory of the United States from 
an ATPDEA beneficiary country, and that 
meets the requirements of section 204 of the 
ATPA, as amended, if the President deter-
mines that such article is not import-sensitive 

in the context of imports from ATPDEA ben-
eficiary countries, provided that the Presi-
dent determines that the country has satis-
fied the requirements of section 
204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as amended, 
relating to the implementation of procedures 
and requirements similar to those in chapter 
5 of the NAFTA. 

3. Section 3103(a)(2) of the ATPDEA 
amended section 204(b) of the ATPA to pro-
vide that eligible textile and apparel articles 
of a designated ATPDEA beneficiary country 
shall enter the United States free of duty and 
free of quantitative limitations, provided that 
the President determines that the country 
has satisfied the requirements of section 
204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as amended, 
relating to the implementation of procedures 
and requirements similar to those in chapter 
5 of the NAFTA. 

4. Section 3103(a)(2) of the ATPDEA 
amended section 204(b) of the ATPA to pro-
vide that eligible tuna products of a des-
ignated ATPDEA beneficiary country shall 
enter the United States free of duty and free 
of quantitative limitations, provided that the 
President determines that the country has 
satisfied the requirements of section 
204(b)(5)(A)(ii)(I) of the ATPA, as amended, 
relating to the implementation of procedures 
and requirements similar to those in chapter 
5 of the NAFTA. 

5. Section 203(e)(2)(A) of the ATPA (19 
U.S.C. 3202(e)(2)(A)) requires the President 
to publish in the Federal Register notice of 
proposed action under section 203(e)(1) of 
the ATPA (19 U.S.C. 3202(e)(1)) at least 30 
days prior to taking such action. Section 
212(e)(2)(A) of the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19 U.S.C. 
2702(e)(2)(A)) requires the President to pub-
lish in the Federal Register notice of pro-
posed action under section 212(e)(1) of the 
CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2702(e)(1)) at least 30 
days prior to taking such action. 

6. In order to implement the tariff treat-
ment provided under the ATPDEA, it is nec-
essary to modify the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTS). 

7. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(19 U.S.C. 2483) (1974 Trade Act) authorizes 
the President to embody in the HTS the sub-
stance of the relevant provisions of that Act, 


